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Yi Chuan Wine Factory provides Macao with a distinctive blend of traditional Chinese liquor
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iquor tasting is a practice demanding great
Lexpertise, while liquor making is considered a

refined art. Shen Xue-gen, director of Macau
Yi Chuan Wine Factory, is a liquor aficionado who
established the manufacturer in 2000. However,
as Macao does not have the climate to nurture his
favourite blend of baijiu, Shen collaborated with Da
Fu Wine Factory in Maotai, Guizhou province and
Yu Quan Wine Manufacturer in Luzhou, Sichuan
province to produce a Macao-only version of the

sorghum liguor.

Healthy and hearty spirit

Shenis always looking beyond his present business
map to expand into new territories. He launched
Yi Chuan Wine Factory with a genuine passion
for quality liquors. “Asians share a deep-rooted
culture of drinking baijiu. But in recent years,
some illegal retailers are selling fake liquors for
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Opposite: Jiuzhongwang
liquor is regarded as an
upper-middle-level baijiu.
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Above: Jiuzhongwang liquor is
categorised into four grades:
ordinary, 10-year, 20-year and
30-year. With prices ranging
from 380 patacas to 2,180
patacas.
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a windfall. These fake liquors can be detrimental
to your health and cause long-term harm. | love
drinking spirits and, with my knowledge, | want
to make original home-style Macao liquors for
aficionados like me, and let them indulge in the
elegant flavour worry-free,” he says.

Art of liquor making
Jiuzhongwang, the factory's signature product, has
enjoyed excellent ratings worldwide. “Jiuzhongwang
liquor isn't an overpriced luxury, but its quality has
been widely acclaimed and particularly recognised by
Chinese government leaders,” Shen says.

Jiuzhongwang is made according to the ancient
Laimao liquor recipe from Maotai. During the Double
Ninth Festival, ingredients are added to the distiller
in two batches and undergo nine-time steaming and
eight-time drying. Then jiugu (fermentation starter)
is added, and the new mixture is stacked at a high
temperature and later undergoes fermentation.

The distilling process takes a year, then the
liquor has to be stored for more than three years to
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blend. In all, it takes more than five years before the
final product is ready, carrying arich and fresh taste,
and a gentle yet poised texture. Jiuzhongwang has
an elegant finish with an aroma that lingers in the
mouth, redefining the beauty of this favoured drink.

Jiuzhongwang contains a minimum amount of
volatile substances thanks toits long storage period,
so drinkers will not experience excessive burning
or a dizzy feeling. The liquor mainly contains acetic
acid, lactic acid and phenolic compound, with a
level of acidity three to four times that of other
liquors.

In addition, Jiuzhongwang is naturally fermented
and meticulously blended with pure sorghum
liquors of various brewing cycles, fragrance types,
alcoholic contents and ages, providing a rich aroma
that does not need to be enhanced by any additives.

Jiuzhouwang liquor stands out from other
spirits for these unusual qualities and for its natural
production process that takes advantage of the
geography and seasons. It also testifies to Shen's
endeavour to put quality ahead of profit.

“Jiuzhongwang is made according

to the ancient Laimao liquor recipe

from Maotai.
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Left: Shen Xue-gen is director
of Yi Chuan Wine Factory.
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YI CHUAN WINE FACTORY

Tel: (853) 2878 6138
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