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Zawood distinguishes itself among furniture stores with its in-house designs

made from pieces of whole wood
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t can be difficult to find a peaceful escape from
I the hustle and bustle of fast-paced city life. But

stepping into the whole-wood furniture store
Zawood, you will be warmly greeted by a cosy
atmosphere with soft music. Owner Dave Wan has
had a lifelong connection with woodwork, having
learned about the material from his carpenter father.
After his father's retirement, Wan quit his IT job in
2012 and picked up his father's business, striving to

build a “whole-wood sanctuary” from scratch.

Upcycling wood
It may be common to find whole-wood furniture for
sale, but Zawood distinguishes its pieces with an
eye for detail. Wan says: “Most furniture stores in
the market sell mainly solid wood or particle-board
furniture. Whole-wood furniture is relatively rare,
especially in Macao.”

According to Wan, many city-dwellers long for
a natural ambience and want to create a home with
that feeling. “We base our style on environmentally
friendly, minimalistic and natural concepts. Here,
we don't just offer custom-made solid furniture, but
also one-stop services from whole wood selection
and design to drafting and production, in order to
provide hassle-free solutions to our clients,” he says.

Zawood's wide whole-wood bench is one example
of the business’ distinctive style - there's a robust and
rustic feel when sitting on the piece, an experience
profoundly different from reclining on a regular

BVEHTR - BEEELURREMRESN

A BEABEERES  FEBRNEE
WBISIRMMAE - B/ "R, B I AR BHFEEE
FH - R —BERFARELF - FFIUUMBEZERAE
R E LEERERR "R, AH o SGRRIE -
fBIE201 2F R ANBER TELEMBEMBHRITH » @E]
IR T IS » EFTER—FT TR L -

i & RESE AEAEEERETET LB

EEMEHN=FREA

DABFARMEULE - BAESANHE - EHD
BUFTTE » FIBE © " HhELEAERZ UERSE
REMBE » LRRBENANBRADAE - LEDRFIA
i RERFBT o L MR% - BRREMHAEAE
ARBREMEB LT 20 ARBRERAHLREBIIECE
FRYURE o " BMIFTENER - RUERRF - BRUABRA
RS - fER « BEART ALEIEBARKASN - 2l
TRRH—E R - BRERRR ~ &Eh - BERIAE
BeE  BEEARRBCE -

Opposite: These simple bar
stools were painted with
colourful national flags in
honour of the 2014 World Cup.
Below: Zawood evoked
childhood memories by
modelling a cabinet on the
Game Boy portable video
game device.
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Top right: Coated with an oil
finish that gives it a weathered
look, this Chinese medicine
cabinet made of elm wood
features Chinese-style locks.
Right: Tree trunks are sought
as building materials for their
unique weathered look.
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upholstered sofa. Wan says: “This long bench is made
of a whole trunk from a well-aged camphor tree, which
is cut in half right from the middle. What's special about
whole wood is that every piece has its own weathered
look. After selecting the right type of wood, there are
a number of different steps, such as design, sanding
and cutting, before we can come up with creative ideas
that help us realise our vision of the bench.”

He adds that finding aged timber is a potentially
difficult process that requires suppliers to scour old
houses for structural beams and support columns.
However, not every piece of whole wood can be
used; its usability depends on the age and dryness
of the timber.

Once found, an aged block of whole wood can be
given new life with a dose of creativity. For example,
a table made of camphor wood gets its distinctive
look thanks to irregular patterns in the trunk caused
by the natural weathering process. Designers
purposely reduce the use of gloss paint, instead
giving the piece a wood-wax oil finish in order to
protect the wood from losing its original character
and to limit hazardous formaldehyde emissions.
Stainless steel water pipes are added as support
columns, while a transparent glass tabletop leaves
the tree root visible, finishing off a stylish design that
blends nature with chic modernity.

Timing is everything
To cope with the demand from consumers looking
to reconnect with nature, Zawood has carved
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out a niche as a whole-wood furniture store
specialising in their own designs and creating
bespoke pieces.

The business is making an effort to reach out
to more clients by helping to expedite delivery
services to outside areas such as Hong Kong and the
mainland. In addition, during the 2014 World Cup,
Zawood made a series of wooden chairs and bar
stools painted with flags of participating countries,
which have remained a favourite among many
clients long after the games have ended.

Zawood features elm and camphor wood, both
favoured by local customers in Macao, among its
building materials. Once clients have taken some
furniture home, they are advised to apply wood wax
oil on the pieces on a regular basis to give them
maximum protection and to help ensure that they
always look new.

“What’s special about

whole wood is that
every piece has its own
weathered look.
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Left: Owner Dave Wan

I FREEFEHEE

NATIVE LTD. — ZAWOOD (DAVE WAN) [ElasiE]
AEBRAT-EAXR ¥

Tel: (853) 2851 9394 Of

MACAO IDEAS 7 EE 88

fEFE B8 MACAO IDEAS



