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Leitaria de Macau Limitada guides the long-beloved Macao Dairy frozen
dessert brand towards a new generation of consumers
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cup of ice cream or an ice lolly have made
Amany happy childhood memories. More
than 30 years ago, Macao had a small-town
atmosphere with a rustic simplicity, and it was a place
where children’s ultimate source of joy was to be able
to enjoy a cold, sweet treat on a hot summer day.
Leitaria de Macau Limitada, formerly known as
Fabrica de Sorvete Kai Kong, has been delighting
local households for three decades with home-made
desserts under its Macao Dairy brand. As Macao
grew into a modern metropolis, it was assumed
that competition from international brands would
drive this ice cream factory into oblivion. However,
a businessman with fond memories of Macao Dairy
came to the rescue by taking over the business and
revamping it so that it could continue to create its
signature flavours.

Smooth texture

The Macao Dairy frozen dessert brand was founded
by Wong Kai-lam and his wife, who planned to shut
down their labour of love after almost 30 years
because they had no successor. But then they met
Ip Sio-man, who was passionate about the “made in
Macao" brand and took over the business from them.
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Opposite: The ice cream
sandwich features a generous
portion of the frozen treat
complemented by crunchy
waffles.
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Right: Macao Daily's
ice-cream cups, ice-cream
cones and ice lollies evoke
happy childhood memories.
>
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Today, Leitaria de Macau Limitada is Macao's only
home-made ice cream factory.

Cheung Hong-kei, general manager of Leitaria
de Macau Limitada, says: “In order to increase both
quantity and quality, we have acquired a lot of high-
quality equipment to repackage our products to
suit the taste of the consumers today.”

An avid supporter of local production, Cheung
shows off the latest design of the brand's signature
ice cream sandwich. Presented in a cute box
resembling a camera case, the treat features two
crispy waffles surrounding a block of ice cream in
a range of popular flavours, including taro, melon,
mint chocolate, watermelon, mango and cookies.

When it comes to choosing ingredients and
making the ice cream, Macao Dairy upholds
food safety as its top priority, Cheung says. “It's
essential to put an emphasis on safety and hygiene
when running a food factory. We use high-quality
imported powdered milk as the base. After adding
other flavourings, the mixture is stirred, fine-tuned
and then chilled. Unlike ice cream from other
countries, cream is not added to give the ice cream
more body and richness. Instead, great attention
is paid to the stirring process to get rid of excess
water and air to give the ice cream a fuller body,
making it healthier than regular ice cream with a
reduced amount of calories and fat.”

Beloved classics
Macao Dairy ice cream is available in cups, cones
and family-size containers. In addition to the list
of classic flavours, newer offerings, such as durian
and matcha, have been well-received. Leitaria de
Macau Limitada also can make customised flavours
to meet special requests from clients.

Like the ice cream, the waffles used for the
cones are home-made. They have a crispy, light
texture and a rich, eggy flavour.

And the ice lolly, which has been a favourite
local treat for more than 30 years, is made in
a variety of flavours including red bean, lime,
watermelon, grape and chocolate, and continues to
be enjoyed by adults and children alike.

Macao Dairy’'s slogan is “Share the love” -
fitting for a brand that spans two generations,
recalls nostalgia for the old Macao and evokes fond
childhood memories.
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Above: Macao Dairy upholds
food safety as its top priority.
Left: Managing director

Alan Mok
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