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acao's animal lovers are no strangers to Meow Space.
M The shop was founded in 2007 to provide a shelter

for homeless and abandoned cats while tirelessly
making and selling creative products to raise funds for their care.
Now a favourite hangout for the city's cat lovers, Meow Space has
developed into a social enterprise that has evolved from retail to
consignment, and now donates 20 per cent of its proceeds to animal
welfare causes in the hope of promoting love and care for pets.

Pet care is increasingly popular, and numerous historical leaders
have supported animal rights. American President Abraham
Lincoln once said: “l am in favour of animal rights as well as human
rights. That is the way of a whole human being.” And Indian leader
Mahatma Gandhi said: “The greatness of a nation and its moral
progress can be judged by the way its animals are treated.”

In recent years, Macao has seen an increasing awareness of
animal-welfare issues. Such a development not only means more
support for Meow Space, but it also creates a demand for the
store's merchandise.
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Left: Meow Space promotes
love and care for cats through
an array of chic designs.
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Right: Are cats human-like,
or are humans cat-like? Who
is the boss? The conundrum
inspires the work, but
whether it can be solved does
not seem to matter any more.
Below: Reusable bags
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Meow Space offers more than animal
protection and equal rights for animals
“The products we design [are intended to]
encourage adoptions rather than buying from pet
stores,” according to Meow Space's owner, Almond
Chan. “After years of market research, we found
that [our] products must be practical and [cost]
under 100 patacas to win our customers’ hearts.
Therefore, our current product line mainly consists
of T-shirts and tote bags with an occasional offering
of handicrafts made by volunteers, which are quite
well received by the public.”

Meow Space employs different designers to
create these lines, and although Chan shares her

ideas with them, she keeps her personal opinions

s BER THMEL A DURBHEKMAELERE

"REBHRIN - ROE TRV B
B, & "RHERE .. RENMRTIL 5 s - TR
MATIMEHES  —HERTEL » AEEAEN
BRI NEARABERYRE T EEBANER | A
BRHUENEERS  LEFFER  WAARSNE
Bt ORI T ERBIA THERRL RIS - L AEEZEEN
EWER » BERR T RREMNTINSS - EHEBANFE
BRRAFRERNFER  BRE - BE-BER R
B-HE - FREWE - BERKEZFEERR  BH
AORFIR  ARERZTULZHTEREERM -

EEZRE HHEES
HEBLFRDLEEEREHTEEB/NEFR
KE - RRBARFREEE  BIERHEL "BHER .
T NARMBIAREBEED RBERR ; IRRRABFIR
IS G N LLIERE - TLUERIRFI NS
ATHERRE : "TEREMB AT - HFIPTREHKE
BRI N1 S00E FURM S R EM M S RE -
MEBREERAANHAZ  fTAXHARSEHE
FTSRIARR 5 BOMIM B A& B 2 A REER
B W L ENRERE - BAFNBLUENES
INEYY o

HRE:
« TR )
LA

private, to give the creative staff a free hand in their
production. There are two recurring characters in
Meow Space's offerings, however: The Four-eyed
Cat and the Black Cat. The Four-eyed Cat was made
to be a creature that displays human-like behaviour
and would bring a knowing smile to “cat devotees”.
On the other hand, the Black Cat features an
intensely strong “feline personality” that highlights
how cats behave in everyday life.

“The most distinctive items are the two T-shirts
inscribed: “Please have me neutered for my own
good” and “Serve the Cats". The Four-eyed Cat
collection has always been more popular, largely
due to the character's cute appearance and the
practicality of the products. The limited availability
of Meow Space's lines also makes the products
more unique, Chan says. Although the company’s
T-shirts are universally appealing, its other products
are diverse and practical, and include mobile phone
cases that fit different sizes and models, reusable
bags, badges, postcards, wallets, coasters, laptop
cases, ceramic knick knacks and even Chinese-style
costumes.

€€ The limited availability makes

the products more unique.
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Serving cat lovers with pan-delta
support

Running for years on the proceeds of merchandise
sales, Meow Space has never publicly solicited
donations, and has sought to be a self-sustainable
business that refrains from imposing on others’
finances. However, Meow Space is widely recognised
in Macao and Hong Kong, thanks to its active
participation in the rescue of pets and the continuing
transparency in its business.

“With our continuous efforts and earnings, we
have helped 1,500 homeless or abandoned cats
find new homes, and adopters don't need to pay a
penny in the process,” Chan says. "All this was made
possible by funding the expenses with the earnings.”
Meanwhile, Chan is also planning to improve
Meow Space's profit margins, and ultimately help
more animals, by introducing more products and

strengthening the company’s online sales network.

Left: Cat motifs for a cam-
paign to promote the aware-
ness of adoption instead of
buying a pet. Below: Almond
Chan, one of the owners of
Meow Space
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Tel: (853) 6694 8161
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