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Hand fan atelier and art gallery preserve traditional Chinese art
MESIBHKERENER  BOMREPEX(CIZ

asa De Artesanato Nam Fan Lou is probably
C the only business in Hong Kong, Macao and
the Pearl River Delta which specialises in
making fans. The founder Monita Chao is a master
of traditional Chinese calligraphy and painting. The
company, which was founded in 2003, comprises a

hand fan atelier and art gallery, aims to preserve the
traditional Chinese art of fan making.

Skilled artisans

The company is tucked away in an alley away from the
hustle and bustle.of the city. Chao has been immersed
in rational Chinese culture for decades, and says the
decision to open this kind of business was because
nothing like it existed in the region. “We have skilled
artisans who are extremely knowledgeable about
traditional fan-making techniques, and they are able
to integrate them with modern technologies. We are
meticulous in the materials we use, and each and
every fan we produce is unique.”

Among the fans on offer are Korean and Japanese
folding fans full of cultural elements, fans carved from
sandalwood, and hand-sewn fans carrying original
artworks from celebrities, calligraphers and painters.
The commemorative and retail value of such fans are
exceptional.

BORSEMNENEED  REBTRF

BHESBENNE - mEETEL AN

MR = AR E-FERREBETHA
o AAR TR L E—ENMNRE bz » £F
ELEEEMAEEERSER o fE2003FREN
BPIRIREETEY  TERERERERMAZE
% HERBTERBNPECTIZREIRN

AFIRE BEPE
TR+ ERNRF » AHEDRAE  REEHcTES
—REABERIZEdRITAERNILTS - ERBEL L
WNERERPEULZH » BHFRBIHEAE - R
REES R TI=ANRYEE —FTEE
REFEBTHEHR  AMERLX{CERmIRE - 1
Fo T EFEERSNEEELPT . AMEMERR
BREVERED » N LB EERERRBTERKHEK
R WERARMHEERS » EN KBNS EXZ
MBE ~ B FTUBARFLRNETE—ICARRE
BE—M - |

HOtE - MOMEREE T E4HSMNE T B8R
FERABHOH - BEFRWRELTS R NE T
B WALBIRENEER  EAZHLAF
EH - EREFSGRENEE - BUATFHEAT RN
BY - BB TRAEES - FELHTHEHERS -

ERH : TADXAELTBERER T HEL
BMERIBEE-LBENES  BREAAZTERE

Opposite: A rosewood fan in
the shape of a bottle gourd is
embroidered with a tranquil
scene.
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Above: Fans with Casa De
Artesanato Nam Fan Lou come
in a variety of materials.
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“Many scholars and
literati are collectors of
hand fans. We handpick
unique ribs and invite
renowned artists to
paint or write on the fan
surfaces,” Chao says.
“Then we complete the set with nice packaging,
making it the most exquisite collectors’ item.” She
says the value of a hand fan can be determined by a
mix of the materials used, craftwork, content of the
artwork and popularity of the artists.

Infinite styles

Casa De Artesanato Nam Fan Lou showcases
the infinite varieties of fan shapes and materials.
While most fans are either flat or folding, the
choice of materials is countless. To make the ribs,
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ox bone, rosewood, sandalwood, ebony, redwood,
bamboo or boxwood can be used. The surface can
be made from spun silk, pure silk, embroidery,
red rosewood, ebony, or various types of paper
including golden painted, golden foiled, iridescent
and textured ones. Customers can pick their
favourite materials for ribs and surfaces. These

are often given as gifts to friends, relatives and
business partners.

In addition to artistic hand fans, practical and
affordable made-to-order fans for advertising
purposes are also available. All the customers have
to do is to supply their own visuals to be printed on
the fans' surfaces. The service is adored by major
enterprises and organisations, who use them as
promotional materials and souvenirs. Casa De
Artesanato Nam Fan Lou is a household name on the
local arts scene.

€€ The value of a hand fan can be

determined by the materials used,
craftwork and content of the art-
work and popularity of the artists.
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Left: The traditional scene
where the immortals send
birthday blessings with

pantao peaches is seen on this
rosewood and sandalwood fan.
Below: Monita Chao from Casa
De Artesanato Nam Fan Lou
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CASA DE ARTESANATO NAM FAN LOU
MAREIEH

Tel: (853) 2852 3217
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